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This annual report was compiled by the Ashbourne Cricket Club as a summary of the 2015 / 2016 

season. 

 

For further information about the Ashbourne Cricket Club please contact Tony Randall (Secretary 

and Public Officer) on 0402 245 747 or visit us at: 

 Website - http://ashbournecc.sa.cricket.com.au 

 facebook - https://www.facebook.com/AshbourneCC 

 

 

© Ashbourne Cricket Club 

This work is copyright. Unless permitted under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cwlth), no part may be 

reproduced by any process without prior written permission from The Ashbourne Cricket Club. 

Requests and inquiries concerning reproduction and rights should be addressed to; The Secretary, 

Ashbourne Cricket Club, PO Box 1165, Strathalbyn, S.A., 5255 
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Introduction 
 

The Ashbourne Cricket Club was formed in 1895 and has fielded competitive cricket teams 
continuously since this time, with the only exceptions being during the two world wars. The club 
colours are green and gold and the home ground of the club is located in the picturesque rural town 
of Ashbourne in the Adelaide Hills, South Australia. The Club competes in the Alexandra and Eastern 
Hills Cricket Association and is a key part of the small Ashbourne community (population 280) 
providing the only sporting club and facilities in the town. In the 2015 / 2016 season the club fielded 
one junior team in partnership with the Strathalbyn Cricket Club and three senior teams, a 
significant accomplishment given the town’s small population.  
 
The Ashbourne Cricket Club is an incorporated not for profit sporting club governed by a 
management committee elected from the club members. The club is governed in accordance with 
the Associations Incorporations Act 1985 (SA). 

Key Achievements 
 

The Club realised a number of significant achievements in the 2015 / 2016 season including: 

 The  club celebrated our 120th year of playing cricket 

 Maintaining Club Membership at over 200. 

 A1 Grade having another competitive season. 

 The club fielded teams in the two highest grades of the Association,  A1 and A2 grades 

 Several players were selected to play representative cricket for the Association. 

 Players in each of the senior grades took out association awards including the association A 

Grade bowling (Chris O’Connor) and C Grade fielding trophies Damon Louch). 

 The club fielded a team in the Australian Masters Games and Anthony  Farugia won both the 

batsmen and champion player awards for the tournament. 

 Successful recruitment of overseas players for the third season (Chris O’Connor, Ben 

Griffiths, and Mayan Patel). 

 Continuing involvement in the Good Sports Program. 

 Several successful Fundraising events were held 

 Strengthened relationships with club sponsors. 

 Several grants were received to improve club facilities 
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Presidents Report 
 

The 2015/2016 season was one in which Ashbourne continued to punch above its weight. Fielding 

three senior teams for the 3rd season in a row is a great achievement for the club. Unfortunately as a 

club we did not achieve team success by making the finals in any grade, however there were many 

positives that came out of the year. 

 

The A Grade blooded a new era of cricketers for Ashbourne and we fielded our youngest A grade 

team in memory. The experience will prove to be a great asset moving into the coming season and 

beyond. Our second team took the leap up to A2’s and only missed out on the finals by the smallest 

of run rates after dropping the last three games.  The C grade, struggled for the first half of the 

season for numbers but as we came to the second half of the season the team gained some 

consistency, performances improved significantly. 

 

There were some fantastic individual performances which flew the flag for Ashbourne within the 

association. Notably Chris O’Connor taking out the association A Grade bowling award and for the 

first time in a number of years two Ashbourne A grade cricketers made the top 10 batting 

aggregates for the association in Ben Griffiths and Andrew Stidson. 

 

The greatest success for the 2015/16 season was the growth of valuable people coming to the club. 

The benefits of this will show in the coming season as we have attracted a great group of new 

people, retained players and developed youth that will be great assets for a long time with 

Ashbourne. 

 

The club hosted a number of off field events which were well attended and quite successful, 

attracting new people to the club as supporters and also a couple of new players. The 120 year 

celebration was a great start to the season attracting new faces to the club. Ladies day was our most 

successful and best attended yet.  

 

The following are the key positives the club can take from the 2015/2016 season: 

 

 Continued on and off field growth of the club 

 The club developing the Good Sports (Healthy Clubs Strong Communities) Program. 

 Continuing to have a professional curator engaged at the club to prepare and manage the 

centre wickets and outfield. This has seen the overall pitch playing surface and outfield 

improved over the past three seasons. 

 The hosting of several successful fundraising and social events. 

 Developed a strong and healthy relationship with the Hall Committee 

 

The coming season represents a great opportunity for Ashbourne to grow even further. Again we 

will be nominating 3 senior teams and early indications show that we will have a significant increase 

in committed players come round 1. 
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There is an established relationship with the Hall Committee and they are now right behind the club 

and looking to work with us as much as possible.  A fantastic opportunity has been created with 

some funding coming to the Hall and they have invited us to provide some concepts to create better 

club facilities for cricket. 

 

This year we encourage all club members to get involved in creating a stronger more prosperous 

club. We invite your ideas and opinions on how we can grow and deliver a better community facility 

that we can all enjoy being a part of. Fundraising is going to be a very important part of the coming 

year, over the past 3 years we have been part of a lucrative tree planting program that has now 

ceased, so we need to create further fundraising opportunities to cover this loss. 

 

Finally I would like to thank everyone who participated and assisted the club both on and off the 

field in the past season, without your support we could not achieve as much as we have. It is only 

through the active participation of players and supporters that we are able to build and move 

forward and as such, I look forward to your active participation in the on and off field activities of 

the club during the 2016/2017 season. Lets go out there and have a belter of a year! 

 

 

Adam Wright 

 

Ashbourne Cricket Club President 
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Treasurers Report 
 

The Ashbourne CC finished the 2015/16 season with an account balance of $14,043.60.  This 

represents an increase of $228.63 over the balance from the end of the 2014/15 season.   

The club had recorded expenditure of $16,491.73 for the 2015/16 season, down  significantly from  

the expenditure of $27,054.28 in the 2014/15 season.  The decrease in expenditure was largely due 

to the 2014/15 major expenditure items during the season of a new roller ($7,700) and the purchase 

and installation of a storage container ($3,944.60). 

Total Income for the 2015/16 season was $16,720.36 , a significant decrease from the 2014/15 

season income of $23,085.21.   This decrease was entirely was due to the additional grant monies 

received in the 2014/2015 season for the roller and container purchases. 

Subscriptions for the 2015/16 season were up by $135 on the previous season to $3,075 but 

revenue from drinks and BBQ sales was down $4.13.10 to $1,401.00.  Fundraising events raised 

$5,496.50 for the club and these included ladies day, tree planting with the Goolwa to Wellington 

LAP, Wool sales, chocolate sales and quiz night.  Of these, the tree planting and the ladies day raised 

the most funds, being the majority of the total raised.   

The club continues to carry forward an operating balance of over $15,000 as we look to undertake 

further developments to improve facilities for cricket at the Ashbourne Oval.  It should be noted, 

however, that this balance hasn’t grown over recent seasons.   In fact the only reason it has 

remained constant has been due to some very dedicated fundraising work along with significant 

efforts to source development and maintenance grants.    

The incoming committee need to assess whether this is sustainable in the long term and what steps 

need to be taken to ensure stability of finances over the longer term and even growth to support a 

development program at the club. 

Thanks to all the hard working committee for your dedication to our club. 

Andrew Stidston 

Ashbourne CC Treasurer 
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On Field 

Senior teams 

A Grade 

 

Competing in what is considered one of the most competitive and high standard competitions in 

country South Australia, the A1 grade performed well for the entirety of the season. The two wins 

and one draw for the season does not accurately represent the competitiveness shown by this team, 

with a number of matches lost by very slight margins. The skill and ability for the A1 squad was 

highlighted with three players, Tim Delatorre, Corey Nesbitt and Ben Griffiths being selected for the 

Association representative squad. This is the third successive year that the club has had such 

significant representation in the Alexandra and Eastern Hills Association representative squad. Even 

more impressive was the magnificent performance throughout the season of Chris O’Connor who 

won the association bowling trophy, and Ben Griffiths and Andrew Stidston who both finished with 

batting aggregates in the top 10 for the Association. The fight shown by all players in the A1 grade 

saw the club play competitively in all matches, taking it up to the top teams on several occasions and 

setting the club up for a competitive 2016/17 season. 

Tim Dellatorre in full flight during the 120 year match. Season Opening game Vs Strathalbyn at 

Ashbourne Oval. 
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A2 Grade 

 

Playing in what was a very even and highly competitive competition, the A2 grade finished fifth after 

winning eight and losing eight of their season matches. The A2 Grade team played a good brand of 

cricket, occupying the top spot for much of the season, however they lost the last three matches of 

the season to narrowly miss out on a finals berth by 0.033% in the net run rate.  This was the first 

year since the 2009/2010 season that the Ashbourne Cricket Club second XI has not competed in a 

grand final, winning the premiership in four of those appearances. Stand out season performances 

were again achieved by Anthony Farrugia with 596 runs, Adam Wright with 391 runs and Chris 

McGlinchy with 329 runs. The A2s played in the main ladies day match which attracted 

approximately 100 spectators, defeating Woodside, who ultimately won the A2 premiership. There 

were a number of new players to that formed the A2 team and performed well throughout the 

season. With the return of these players in the 2016/17 season and with the benefit of playing 

together for a second season, this team will be no doubt be a stronger unit in 2016/17 

 
 

 

The A2s do battle in another close match against old foes Macclesfield. 
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C Grade 

 

The 2015/2016 season was only the forth time the Ashbourne Cricket club had fielded a third senior 

team in the club’s 120 year history. The team was developed on the back of the recent success 

enjoyed by the second XI with the additional players that this success has attracted to the club. The 

C Grade team finished eleventh after winning five and losing twelve of their season matches.  An 

outstanding season effort was rewarded at the Association presentation night with Damon Louch 

taking our the Association fielding trophy. Other strong performances came from Captain Scott 

Brooks with 322 runs, Leighton Meissner with 282 runs, and Craig Gully with 250 runs.  Best bowlers 

were Damon Louch with 20 wickets and Darren Graham took 19 wickets for the season. A highlight 

of the season was playing a curtain raiser for the Ladies Day match against Woodside. This was the 

first time the club had scheduled a double header for ladies day and it was a big success. In all, the 

development and inclusion of a third senior team to the club continues to be successful in providing 

opportunities for junior players to compete at senior levels on a weekly basis to better develop their 

skills, and providing opportunities for people to play cricket who are unable to commit to playing 

every week due to other commitments.  

 

 
Ashbourne C Grade competed in the Ladies Day double header Vs Woodside, playing in the curtain 

raiser for the A2 clash. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/1468695710046429/photos/1726424874273510/
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Masters Games 

 

The Australian Masters Games were held in Adelaide during October 2015 and the Ashbourne 

Cricket Club fielded a team of old timers (minimum age 35). The team finished 6th from the 8 team 

competition but was up against some very good opposition including former district cricketers. 

Playing seven matches in four days was a bit challenging for some of the team members whilst 

others like Anthony Farugia flourished. Fudgy won the batting for the tournament and was also 

named champion player of the tournament with 220 runs and 6 wickets in the seven matches 

played. The Masters Games was a fantastic event and one which all members of the Ashbourne X 

(yes ten) thoroughly enjoyed. Representing the Ashbourne Bulls were Pete Smith (c), Anthony 

Farugia, Adam Wright, Boof Smith, Scott Brooks, Craig Loukes, Don Sizeland, Greg Lesnokowski, 

Andrew Stidston, and Tony Randall. 

 

 
Boof Smith creams another ball to the boundary in the Masters Games. 
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Junior teams 
 

Under 16s 

 

This was the third season the Ashbourne Cricket Club has fielded an under 16s team and did not 

have enough players to field a team in our own right. The club combined with the Strathalbyn 

Cricket Club to field a team with Liam Stirling and Liam Hutchinson playing most matches for the 

season. Both players performed exceptionally well the bat with Liam Stirling coming runner up in the 

batting with 280 runs at an average of 50 and Liam Hutchinson coming third with 134 runs at an 

average of 66. Both players were also very handy with the ball with Liam Stirling coming runner up 

with 12 wickets at an average of 2.75 and Liam Hutchinson taking 7 wickets at an average of 2.84. 

The Strathalbyn Under 16s team had six wins, one draw, and only two losses to finish second on the 

ladder in the minor round, but unfortunately going down to Woodside in the semi-final. The under 

16s also competed in the U16 T/20 competition and performed well throughout the tournament. 

 
A game of junior cricket at Ashbourne Oval 
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Off Field  

Management Committee 
 

The ACC management committee is responsible for the overall governance of the Ashbourne Cricket 

Club Inc. the development of its strategic direction and management of the clubs on and off field 

activities. This includes setting goals and objectives, monitoring performance against those goals and 

objectives, and ensuring that the club’s internal management and reporting procedures are 

effective. The management committee is also responsible to ensure that the Club’s strategic 

direction provides value and service quality for club members. In accordance with this the 

management committee has developed and adopted a governance statement to highlight and 

deliver best practice, efficient, open and transparent governance of the Club. This has been 

enthusiastically adopted by the management committee as a means to provide confidence and 

certainty to our membership, partners and the community that the club is being managed to the 

highest professional standards. 

 
The Ashbourne Cricket Club is governed by a management committee with no less than five 
members including a President, Treasurer, Secretary and Public Officer. The management committee 
is elected from the club membership each year at the AGM. The office holders are also elected 
annually at the AGM with the rules for election of the management committee set out in the 
Ashbourne Cricket Club Constitution. 
 

The Ashbourne Cricket Club Management Committee for the 2015 / 2016 season was: 

 

 Adam Wright (President) 

 Andrew Stidston (Treasurer) 

 Ben Dean 

 Brad Louch 

 Don Sizeland 

 Tony Randall (Secretary) (Public Officer) 

 Tim Delatorre 

 Trish Clarke 

 Troy Raymond 

 

Sub-Committees 

 

The Ashbourne Cricket Club Management Committee established two sub-committees to conduct 
specific business of the management committee. Sub committees were: 
 

 Fundraising and grants sub-committee.  
o The purpose of this committee is to identify, pursue and organise fundraising 

opportunities and events. The committee will often engage the club membership in 
the running of such events. The Fundraising and Grants Sub Committee organised 
several successful fundraising events and accessed grants (see relevant sections 
below) 
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 Recruitment sub-committee 
o The purpose of this committee is to identify potential recruits and actively recruit 

these players to the club to facilitate good on-field performance. The recruitment 
sub-committee were successful in securing the services of three overseas players 
from England and several new domestic players to the club. 

 
 

Sponsors 
 

The Ashbourne Cricket Club has a large number of sponsors from within the local community and 

surrounding districts. This generous financial and materials support is a foundation of the club and 

greatly appreciated by all members. We would sincerely like to thank all of our sponsors and look 

forward to an on-going and mutually beneficial relationship. The following businesses sponsored the 

ACC during the 2015 / 2016 season; 

 

 The Greenman Inn  

 Beyond  

 Landmark Strathalbyn 

 LJ Hooker Strathalbyn 

 90 Mile Wines 

 Ashbourne Golf Course 

 Adelaide Cricket Warehouse 

 Sign Centre 

 G&J East Strathalbyn 

  

Affiliations 
 

The Ashbourne Cricket Club is affiliated with several bodies and programs which are important to 

providing management and governance support to the club. These affiliations ensure that the club is 

kept informed of legislative changes and variations to the playing conditions and rules affecting the 

management of the club and the teams and the playing of cricket. Affiliation with the South 

Australian Cricket Association (SACA) ensure policies are maintained and player and club insurance is 

provided. We also receive a wide range of resources and support from the SACA in the form of 

training programs, management advice and funding opportunities.  

 

In the 2014/2015 season the club signed onto the highly successful Good Sports Program which has 

a major focus on supporting sporting club committees progressively change the way alcohol is 

managed in all activities within the club’s grounds and associated functions. Good Sports has 

provided guidance to meet State and Territory laws, and support to reduce alcohol related risks with 

the club currently progressing from level 1 to level 2 accreditation under the Good Sports Program. 

The affiliations enjoyed by the ACC are; 
 

 Alexandrina and Eastern Hills Cricket Association (AEHCA).  

 SACA Cricket Partnerships Program 

 Cricket Australia Club Support Program 

 Good Sports Program 

 Star Club 
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The Ashbourne Cricket Club would like to extend our sincere gratitude 

to the following sponsors, grant providers and affiliate bodies for the 

support, assistance and guidance they provide to the club; 
 

                              
 

                                                                 
 

                        
  

                                      
 

                   
 

    
                                                                                                      
                    

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashbourne 

Golf Course 

http://goodsports.com.au/
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Events and Fundraising 
 

The Ashbourne Cricket Club Committee working hard during the 2015 / 2016 financial year and 

organised several successful and extremely enjoyable events.  All events contributed to the overall 

development and progression of the club and were enthusiastically received and well attended by 

members and supporters alike. A huge thankyou must be extended to the Fundraising and Grants 

sub Committee for their hard work throughout the season. The following fundraising events and 

initiatives were run; 
 

 Club 120 Year celebration day 

 Ladies Day fundraising match 

 Community Revegetation Program tree planting day 

 Bank SA Loan referrals Program  

 After training dinners in the Hall 

 Post-match Club BBQs 

 Merchandise sales  

 End of season golf day and presentations. 
 

 

                                          

Matt Harris tees off at the Golf Day                                 Andrew Stidston, Shane Bakridi, Ben Griffiths,                                                                                                   

                                                                                                Chris O’Connor and Ben Dean enjoying the club                    

                                                                                                Presentation Night           
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120 year celebrations  
 

The 2015/16 season saw the Ashbourne Cricket Club celebrate our 120th year as a cricket club. 

Whilst  records of matches between Ashbourne and other surrounding towns date back to the 

1870’s, the first official match was played in 1895 against the Finniss Cricket Club. Given the 

traditional rivalry that has developed between Ashbourne and the Strathalbyn Cricket Clubs over the 

past 120 years it was fitting that the season opening A Grade match was played between these two 

clubs at Ashbourne Oval to celebrate the clubs history. Past and present players from both clubs 

came together to reminisce about the old days and discuss the future in what was a fantastic day 

with displays of Ashbourne Cricket Club scorebooks and a wide range of cricket paraphernalia dating 

back to the early 1900s. Strathalbyn won the 120 year celebration match in what was a hard fought 

battle between the two clubs. This was a fantastic day and made us all realise how fortunate we are 

to be playing in a club with such a long and proud history. 

  

 

 
Attendees at the 120 year celebration enjoying the wide range of historical information on display 
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Grants 
   

The Ashbourne Cricket Club was fortunate to secure grants for facilities and management and 

upgrades in the 2015 / 2016 financial year. These came from the Alexandrina Council and the South 

Australian Cricket Association (SACA) for oval maintenance and the upgrade of the practice nets. The 

grants income provides an important aspect to the club management as it allows for the purchase 

additional items and facilities upgrades which could not otherwise be afforded. We would like to 

gratefully acknowledge and sincerely thank the following grant and funding partners; 

 

 South Australian Cricket Association (SACA) Club Facilities Grant - $3000 – upgrade of 

practice nets 

 Alexandrina Council Oval maintenance Grants - $2250 – for upgrade and maintenance of the 

turf pitches 

 

Oval management and maintenance 
 

We are extremely privileged at the Ashbourne Cricket Club to be able to play on such a picturesque 

ground which is extremely well suited to playing the game of cricket. The relatively even distance 

from the centre wicket area to all points on the boundary gives batsmen opportunities to score from 

all strokes and provides value for their shots whilst the turf wickets provide bowlers with plenty of 

opportunity for variation and deception. This coming season will be the forth successive year that 

the club has taken pitch management to a new level with the engagement of a professional curator 

to manage and prepare the centre wickets each week. Several new and innovative pitch 

maintenance and management techniques will again be employed to enhance the centre wickets 

and improve their playability through improved grass cover and greater soil compaction. Ashbourne 

Oval has always been recognised by many throughout the Adelaide Hills and Fleurieu Regions as a 

wonderful ground to play cricket, and with the pitch maintenance regime that will continue to be 

implemented, it will continue to be recognised as such. 

 

 
The picturesque Ashbourne Oval 

 



Page | 5  

 

Looking forward 
 

The Ashbourne Cricket Club has undertaken several new and exciting initiatives over the past few 

years both on and off the field. The management committee sees these initiatives as being critical to 

the future of the club and important to current and future club membership, sponsors and 

supporters. It is for these reasons that the club intends to continue to improve the facilities and 

management arrangements of the club over the coming seasons. There are several proposed 

equipment and facilities upgrades that have been identified and the management committee is 

assessing options and opportunities to get funding for these. We will further improve our 

governance and management procedures and documentation against the Star Club criteria to 

provide an efficient and effective management environment, and will continue to operate within the 

Good Sports Program to provide a family friendly and inviting club environment. Oval maintenance 

and management will continue to have a key focus. Player recruitment will again be pro-actively 

undertaken to encourage players of a high standard to the club. In all, this will provide members, 

sponsors, supporters and affiliates with the confidence, enthusiasm, and passion for the Ashbourne 

Cricket Club that will ensure the clubs long term future, prosperity and on field success.  

 

 
 

Contact and information  
 

For further information about the Ashbourne Cricket Club please contact Tony Randall (Secretary) on 

0402 245 747 or visit us at: 

 

 Website - http://ashbournecc.sa.cricket.com.au 

 facebook - https://www.facebook.com/AshbourneCC 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AshbourneCC

